
 

    

Public Open House Summary 
 

SH-29 
 

From East of Bray and Extending East to the 
Stephens/Garvin County Line  

 
Stephens County 
JP 29657(04) (10) 

 

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 
For  

Open House Held July 11, 2017 
at 

Bray-Doyle Public School 

 

Prepared by: 

 

 

9225 North 133rd East Ave. 
Owasso, OK 74055 

August 15, 2017 



 

Page | 2 
 

SH-29 Stephens County 
Meeting Date: July 11, 2017 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This document summarizes the public open house conducted for the reconstruction of SH-29 
from east of Bray, extending east to the Stephens/Garvin County Line in Stephens County, 
Oklahoma.  The purpose of the public open house was to present the proposed design 
(Alternative D) for the highway segment and receive public comment.  

The Open House was held between 5:30 and 7:30 PM on July 11, 2017 at the Bray-Doyle Public 
School Cafeteria located at 1205 S. Brooks Road in Marlow, Oklahoma.  Fifty-two (52) 
attendees signed in for the meeting.  Throughout the open house period, a presentation about the 
project was played in a continuous loop.  ODOT and consultant staff were available during the 
open house for one-on-one and small group discussions. A project brochure was provided to the 
public as a handout. Display boards showing the proposed improvements and preliminary 
proposed right-of-way were available for public viewing.  The display boards were very useful to 
the public to see the potential impacts to their property. The comment period was open until July 
28, 2017 with a total of seven (7) written comments received, including five (5) from agencies 
and two (2) from members of the public. 

Agency solicitation letters were mailed out for the project June 15, 2017.  The responses 
received from the agencies are summarized in Table 1.  

 

Table 1: Agency Comment Summary 

Agency Comment 

Department of Commerce They are supportive of Alterative D set forth in letter. 

United States Department 
of the Interior Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) 

The BLM has no concerns or objection to the proposal.  

Oklahoma Archeological 
Survey (OAS) 

An additional field inspection is not considered necessary for 
your project.  The State Historic Preservation Office must be 
contacted pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act.   Consult with the appropriate Native American 
tribe/groups is required under 36 CFR Part 800.3.   

Oklahoma Department of 
Environmental Quality 

Lake Fuqua is a Sensitive Water Supply and is impaired for 
turbidity.  This should be addressed in the Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan.   

Oklahoma Tourism and 
Recreation Department 

They see no adverse impact on any federally funded park or 
recreation area or state park. There have been no LWCF funded 
parks at Lake Fuqua 
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Public comments were made regarding a variety of issues.  The attendees were grateful to have 
the update on the planned improvements and an idea of the impacts to property.  Those whose 
property was not impacted were relieved, while those property owners who were impacted by the 
planned roadway improvements were encouraged to speak with ODOT Right-of-way Division 
staff.  The open house format seems to have satisfied citizens in the area as not many written 
comments were received.   Table 2 summarizes both the written public comments received and 
the verbal comments/questions from the public meeting. 
 

Table 2: Public Comment Summary Both Written and Verbal Comments 

 Comment # of 
Comments 

A Plains Pipeline has a 4” high pressure steel pipeline in the area that 
may conflict with the subject road construction. 1 

B. How the proposed improvements would impact specific property 
owners. N/A 

C. Concern over County Road NS-303 (17 Mile Road) and turning 
movements.   N/A 

D. Concern over NS-303 extending south and turning movements.   N/A 
E. Flooding issues associated with Black Bear Creek.   N/A 
F. New pipeline locations. N/A 
 
Based on these comments, ODOT can move forward with the environmental studies and 
document along with preliminary plan development.  Due to the lack of comments an ODOT 
follow-up meeting is not required.   
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 

This document summarizes the open house conducted for SH-29 located east of Bray and 
extending east to the Stephens/Garvin County Line in Stephens County, Oklahoma.  
 
The Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT), in cooperation with the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), is proposing to improve the SH-29 roadway from 11.50 miles east of 
US-81 extending east 11.50 miles to the Garvin County Line in Stephens County. This segment 
of SH-29 has inadequate shoulders, sharp curves, and steep hills and valleys which result in 
limited sight distance. The intersection of SH-29 and SH-76 is a problem for turning vehicles 
creating a safety concern.  These factors contribute to a substantial accident history. There are six 
bridges within the segment and while the structures are not classified as structurally deficient, 
they are narrow and do not meet current design standards.  The purpose of this project is to 
improve the safety of the highway.   

ODOT has tasked a Consultant to develop alternatives for correcting the roadway deficiencies 
while taking into consideration construction costs, right-of-way and utility costs, and 
environmental constraints which include Lake Fuqua which is a protected resource under Section 
4(f) of the Transportation Act.   

• Alternative A– Do nothing and maintain existing conditions. 
• Alternative B– Improve existing alignment; would require closing the roadway 

during construction. 
• Alternative C– Improve roadway with a 90-feet offset to the north, then transition 

to the south; use existing lanes to maintain traffic during construction. 
• Alternative D– Improve roadway with a 60-feet offset to the north, then transition 

to the south; use existing lanes to maintain traffic during construction. 
• Alternative E– Improve roadway with a 30-feet offset to the north, then transition 

to the south; use existing lanes to maintain traffic during construction. 
 
After analysis and consideration of the alternatives, SH-29 is proposed to be reconstructed on a 
60-feet offset (Alternative D) from the existing highway. The offset alignment will be sixty (60) 
feet north of the existing roadway for the first 4.8 miles and south of the existing roadway for the 
remaining 6.7 miles. This shift in the alignment is to reduce impacts to residential relocations 
and avoid oil well locations.  The project will also include replacement of the six bridges within 
the project limits and safety improvements to the intersection of SH-76 and SH-29.  The 
proposed roadway will have two (2) 12-feet-wide driving lanes and 8-feet-wide shoulders. Two 
lanes will be open for through traffic during all phases of construction. 
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The purpose of the Open House was to present the proposed design for the highway segment and 
receive public comment. The open house was a come and go meeting with no formal 
presentation.  

3.0      AGENCY SOLICITATION 

Initial agency solicitation letters were mailed on June 15, 2017. These letters provided a short 
project description and brief history of the project with an enclosed project location map and 
proposed alternatives map. The letter requested recipients provide input by July 28, 2017 and 
included an invitation to the open house. This letter was sent to thirty-five (35) State and Federal 
agencies including the Chickasaw Nation, Apache Tribe, Comanche Nation, Fort Sill Apache 
Tribe, Kiowa Tribe, Osage Nation and Wichita And Affiliated Tribes. A copy of the solicitation 
letter and the mailing list is included in Appendix A. 

3.1 AGENCY COMMENTS AND ODOT RESPONSES 

The agency letters received are summarized below along with an ODOT response. 
 

1) The Department of Commerce stated they are supportive of Alterative D set forth in 
letter. 

ODOT Response:  This comment is noted and appreciated. 

2) United States Department of the Interior - Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
stated there are no BLM surface lands or Federal minerals within or near the project 
area.  There are BLM administered Indian mineral interests near and within the 
project area.  The project, as proposed, would not preclude the leasing and 
development of those mineral interests.  Therefore, the BLM has no concerns or 
objection to the proposal.  
 
ODOT Response:  Theses comments are noted and appreciated. 

 
3) Oklahoma Archeological Survey (OAS) indicated that the project area has been 

previously surveyed for other projects, and that no significant prehistoric cultural 
resources were located.  Thus, an additional field inspection is not considered 
necessary for your project.  Should construction activities expose buried 
archeological materials such as chipped stone, tools, pottery, bone, historic crockery, 
glass, metal items or building materials, this agency should be contacted.  The State 
Historic Preservation Office must also be contacted and have a letter from that office 
to document consultation pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act.   Consult with the appropriate Native American tribe/groups to 
identify any concerns they may have pertaining to this undertaking is required under 
36 CFR Part 800.3.   
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ODOT Response:  A cultural resources survey and report will be completed 
following Section 106, that includes consultation with the Tribes.  The State Historic 
Preservation Office will be contacted and consulted with as well. 

 
4) The Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) stated that Lake 

Fuqua is a Sensitive Water Supply and is impaired for turbidity.  This should be 
addressed in the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan.  ODEQ also provided 
general recommendations for construction/improvements projects.  
 
ODOT Response:  These comments are noted and ODOT will address the turbidity 
when developing the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan. 
 

5) The Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department stated they see no adverse 
impact on any federally funded park or recreation area or state park. There have been 
no LWCF funded parks at Lake Fuqua. 
 
ODOT Response:  These comments are noted and appreciated. 
 

4.0      OPEN HOUSE 

4.1 MEETING NOTIFICATION 

In addition to the notification provided via the agency solicitation letters (see above), notice of 
the open house was sent by letter to the Governor’s office, elected officials (federal and state), 
Federal Highway Administration, Oklahoma Transportation Commissioner, Association of South 
Central Oklahoma Governments, Stephens County Commissioners, the Cities of Bray and 
Duncan, local school districts, emergency service providers and medical facilities in the project 
area. The letter provided a brief description of the purpose and need for the project, the project 
history, and an invitation to the open house. The letter was accompanied by a project location 
map. Fifty (50) letters were mailed on June 15, 2017. A copy of the letter and the mailing list is 
included in Appendix B. 

Notice of the open house was also sent by letter to all property owners in the study area including 
utility owners.  Ninety-three (93) letters were mailed on June 15, 2017. A copy of the letter and 
the mailing list is included in Appendix C. 

 

4.2 MEETING INFORMATION AND FORMAT 

The public open house was held between 5:30 and 7:30 PM on July 11, 2017 at the Bray-Doyle 
Public School Cafeteria located at 1205 S. Brooks Road in Marlow, Oklahoma.  Fifty-two (52) 
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attendees signed in for the meeting, including Oklahoma Senator Paul Scott, Stephens County 
Commissioner David McCarley, KSWO media, Duncan Banner Paper and representatives from 
ODOT, SRB, Able Consulting and members of the public. A copy of the sign-in sheets is 
included in Appendix D. 

As this was an Open House format no formal presentation was provided.  Throughout the open 
house period, a presentation about the project was played in a continuous loop.  ODOT and 
consultant staff were also available during the open house for one-on-one and small group 
discussions. A project brochure was provided to the public as a handout. Display boards showing 
the proposed improvements and preliminary proposed right-of-way were available for public 
viewing.  The attendees were encouraged to fill out a written comment form.  A copy of the 
looping presentation slides and transcript are included in Appendix E and copies of the meeting 
handout and display boards are included in Appendix F. 

The video presentation covered: 

• Purpose of the Open House 
• Purpose of the Project 
• Current Project Information 
• Existing Conditions Warrant Improvement 
• Project Constraints 
• Design Criteria 
• Project Alternatives 
• Next Steps 

 

4.3 SUMMARY OF OPEN HOUSE FEEDBACK  

The attendees at the open house provided good feedback on the proposed design and had a few 
areas of concern. Many also had questions about how much right-of-way would be needed and 
how individual parcels would be affected by right-of-way acquisition. Comments heard at the 
meeting included the following general topics: 
 

• How the proposed improvements would impact specific property owners.  If the property 
was impacted, the citizens were directed to talk with ODOT Right-of-Way Division staff 
at the meeting. If the property was not impacted the citizens were relieved and still 
wanted to know when improvement would take place. Having the preliminary proposed 
right-of-way lines on the aerials was very useful for those who attended the meeting.  
 

• Concern over County Road NS-303 (17 Mile Road) and turning movements.  ODOT was 
informed about an Injection Well located a couple of miles south along NS-303 that 
generated heavy truck traffic at SH-29.  ODOT was asked to consider a left turn lane and 
a climbing lane.  Also, the grade of NS-303 extending south of SH-29 was extreme and 
trucks had a lot of difficulty during inclement weather.  ODOT was asked if this issue 
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could be addressed.  The public was informed that these issues would be evaluated and 
possibly included in the design, if warranted. 
 

• Flooding issues associated with Black Bear Creek.  SH-29 is frequently overtopped by 
flood waters.  The Black Bear Creek Bridge is too low to the ground, which causes a 
collection of debris and backs up water onto adjacent lands.  The public was informed 
that these issues were already being addressed in the design, but that their comments 
were appreciated because it verified the existing conditions. 
 

• A couple of new pipe lines were pointed out that were either newly constructed or in the 
process of being constructed.  This information will be included in the final design plans. 
 

4.4 WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Two (2) written comments from the public were received, both at the meeting and after the 
meeting. These comments are summarized in Table 3 below.  Copies of the written comments 
are included in Appendix G. 
 

Table 3: Written Comments Matrix 

 Comment # of 
Comments 

A.  Pipelines  1 
 After a preliminary review of the attachment, Plains Pipeline is 
advising you that we have a 4” high pressure steel pipeline in the 
area that may conflict with the subject road construction. We will 
not attend the scheduled “Open House” for Utility Owner on 
7/11/17. Please notify me if and when an onsite meeting is held. 

 

  ODOT Response:  This comment is noted and appreciated. Once 
Right-of-Way plans are prepared all utility owners will be contacted. 

 

B.  Relocations   1 
 I am so relieved that I came to this meeting.  I can sleep good 
tonight.  I found out I get to keep my house. 

 

  ODOT Response:  ODOT appreciates this comment.   
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