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cager 5ul|( rs raced for 7 nu[]mn acres of free land, in what would soon be first moved 1o a new home in Arkansas and were thus called Western %, . Tribes, many of the Cherokee fought for the South in the Civil the Cherokee wllul taxes for grazing lht re. T() protect their interests, (or boomed) the idea of homesteading in Indian Territory.  Banks and mer- land offices were established, as was a system for land run registration. claim flags by the thousands were scattered over the countryside, and ove
Oklahoma. It was the largest, most spectacular competitive event in history, Cherokee. In 1828, they signed a treaty trading all their Arkansas lands S War. Alllcr\\'dr(l, as punlslul}cpl, the U.S. government a.'xacllcd A ranchers formed 1 lerokee Steip Livestock Association and leased cantile firms encouraged interest, since homeseekers would expand their Each person was required to secure a certificate at one of the booths, Waiting 50,000 settlers had staked their claims. But these hardy pu)pk faced a
and a tumultuous finale to what many have called the last American frontier. tothe U.S. for'7 million acres in what is riaw northeast Oklahoma — N a sweeping new treaty providing for a free 200-foot-wide right-of-way for the unoccupied pml of the Outlet anmmllv fmm the C hcmku markets. There were railroad builders, business and political leaders, all 10 get a certificate was long and arduous, but no one could make the run long, qm%h — in proving they had what it took to be a pioneer.
what would become the Cherokee Nation. In addition, they received the w6 railroads built through the Cherokee Nation. Freed slaves were granted i urging Congress Lo allow settlement of the Cherokee Outlet. After years without one. Alter the run, registration | The land was opened too late in the sea-
800,000-acre passageway, the Cherokee Strip. e the right to share Cherokee country and have rights equal lo tribe members. Eventually. though, 1th B prnie : of waiting, preparation and rumors, President Grover Cleveland’s procla- would be handled at four Land Offices, _j son to plant crops. Most returned to the
E 6 6 l «TYINNITILNI :) (681 C 0 M M M O R A T N G . - . - ‘ e In addition, other Indian tribes would be allowed to buy and settle on declared the lease void, proclaiming mation was signed on August 19, 1893, The Guthrie Daily News carried in Enid, Perry, Alva and Woodward. i S (e i back in the
Meanwhile, the non-Indians ol Georgia pressed the U.S. government (o st Cherokee lands west of the 96th meridian. Portions adding up to about one- that no more cattle would be brought A iRt 'Tl 1 woitld be epened at noon b Senterber 56 i (Only Enid’s still stands.) i “states” for winter, and came back in the
5 = remove the remaining Cherokee. Gradually, the tribe’s rights were . = third of the Strip were, in fact, purchased and settled by the Osage, Kaw, into the Strip. The Livestock Asso- ST T IAR: L Sk alinaan _ ! < B ; L ! | spring to build their sod l}uust%. Familic
eroded, and in 1829 when gold was found, the state claimed legal title e Pawnee, Nez Perce, Ponca, Tonkawa, Otoe and Missouria tribes. clation dissolved and the Cherokee Included were all lands the U.S. had acquired from the Indians. With- The day of the run was hot and dry, and fought to turn hard earth into larmland.
1o Cherokee lands. ' Y ) vielded to the sale of the Outlet to the held from homesteading entry were lands the Cherokee, Osage, Kaw, the air crackled with excitement. lMcn . The average settler had a team ol>n|ullcs,
/ *—f . A\ \ | ‘ { [ H S} —{l ) M l Al ! U.S. for $140 an acre. Thousands of Ponca, Otoe and Missouria Indians took as individual land allotments. and women huddled together in lines at a cow, a few chickens and some furniture
~—’ ‘| IR . ~—l 11 vl WL After the war, Texas people had been introduced to the The Cherokee sold all of the “surplus” lands that were not allotted 1o the borders — a mass of humanity, ready but money and food were scarce.

to surge forward onto the prairie. Every-
one jockeyed for position, eyes on the
soldiers. And at last, an air-shattering e

pmlrus were teeming with LJI[l( as Eastern nmrkus clamored for beel —
yet no railroads reached up to Chicago railways. After failed cattle drives
north through castern Indian Territory, herds were successfully brought

their individual tribal members. The firsl supniner | 85% brought.an
abundance of two crops: watermelons an

turnips. Later, sweet potatoes and corn-

lands set aside for Indian tribes —
and the stage was set for change.
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of the Eastern Cherokee from Georgia, and gave them joint interest in the
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